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separate shelf supports many flat baskets very
gorgeously painted, in which they preserve their
Idols. These are figures of men and women made of
stone or baked clay, the heads and the tails of
extraordinary serpents, some stuffed owls, some
pieces of crystal, and some jaw-bones of large fish.
In the year 1699, they had there a bottle and the foot
of a glass, which they guarded as very precious.

In this Temple they take care to keep up a per-
petual fire, and they are very particular to prevent
its ever blazing; they do not use anything for it but
dry wood of the walnut or oak. The old men are
obliged to carry, each one in his turn, a large log of
wood into the enclosure of the palisade. The
number of the Guardians of the Temple is fixed, and
they serve by the quarter. He who is on duty is
placed like a sentinel under the shed, from whence
he examines whether the fire is not in danger of
going out. He feeds it with two or three large logs,
which do not burn except at the extremity, and
which they never place one on the other, for fear of
their getting into a blaze.

Of the women, the sisters of the great Chief alone
have liberty to enter within the Temple. The
entrance is forbidden to all the others, as well as to
the common people, even when they carry something
there to feast to the memory of their relatives,
whose bones repose in the Temple. They give the
dishes to the Guardian, who carries them to the side
of the basket in which are the bones of the dead;
this ceremony lasts only during one moon. The
dishes are afterward placed on the palisades which
surround the Temple, and are abandoned to the
fallow-deer.



